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The Characters of Christmas — “The Innkeeper”
Sunday, December 3, 2023
Pastor Brian Eatock Pekin First Nazarene

30“Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 3! You will conceive and
give birth to a son, and you are to call Him Jesus.3? He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David,
33 and He will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; His kingdom will never end.”

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since | am a virgin?”

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you. So the Holy One to be born will be called the Son
of God. 3% Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 3 For no word
from God will ever fail.”

38 “l am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
Then the angel left her.” - Luke 1:30-38

1 “And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that all the world should be registered. % This census first took place while Quirinius
was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage
of David, ® to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. ® So
it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be
delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in
swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them
in the inn.” - Luke 2:1-7
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How are you encountering Jesus this Christmas?

1. to Jesus

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone,
the new is here!” - 2 Corinthians 5:17

2. Too to Jesus.

3. Doingthe thing, but Jesus in the process.

“And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and
laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” - Luke 2:7

Do you have room for Jesus?

“Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the
door, | will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” - Revelation 3:20
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